Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

It’ s an honour for me to address such a distinguished auditorium today on behalf of the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology, and as you know, also on behalf of the Presiding state of the EU. 

The second working day of this conference is dedicated to the space research, a very relevant topic in modern Europe and world as a whole. There is no need to emphasize once again that this area is one of the priority research areas within the 7th Framework Programme of the EU and certainly will remain one of the core areas also in the future framework programmes to come.

Why is that so ? When we talk about Space Research it is immediately obvious that we are discussing about a multidisciplinary and very complex research area where several researchers from different fields are joining their efforts wishing to achieve some excellent results, which can be produced only by a synergetic, team work. It goes without saying that just the most excellent research counts ! 
And here today, some of the crucial decision makers from the new states, deriving from the former Soviet Union, are gathered together with some decision makers from the EU wishing to realize the common aim: to shape the future of researchers, the best brain potential within your respective countries and therefore of the well-being of your citizens as well. The knowledge capital is the only existing unlimited capital, therefore it’s so precious and unique ! We in the European Union are becoming more and more aware of the fact that two main factors are key to the success of a knowledge-based society: excellent human resources and excellent research infrastructures ! And both is rare. For this reason we firmly believe in “brain circulation” as a model of win-win partnership in a global scale. 
Therefore let’s strengthen the collaboration and partnership between the EU researchers and other researchers and decision makers in research from the NIS and Russia who are among the most natural partners globally. 

And let me, dear Ladies and Gentlemen, conclude here, expressing my best wishes for the success of your conference and wish you unforgettable staying in Slovenia.

Thank you !
